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Dear CYFS Foster Parents,

May is Foster Parent Appreciation Month and there is nothing more special to us at CYFS than
celebrating the commitment you have to our youth in care!

Whether you are a licensed HMR, unlicensed HMR, or a traditionally licensed foster caregiver,
you are the heroes of our agency. You work tirelessly around the clock caring for our youth, giving
us the ability to do our jobs. You are the ones answering the calls in the middle of the night to take
placement of our youth. You are the ones who are taking our youth to doctor, dentist, counseling,
school appointments and so much more! You have made our youth a part of your lives and the
lives of your families, sharing with them your traditions, values, and love. You have given our youth
a place to call home while they overcome the challenges that life has brought them.

All of us at CYFS want you to know how valuable you are to us not just
for your dedication to caring for our youth but also for your willingness
to go beyond the ordinary and become extraordinary to make a
difference in the life of a child!

“Heroes are
ordinary people
who make
themselves
extraordinary.”

Your CYFS Child Welfare Team




NEW AND RENEWED

FOSTER FAMILIES

Y — .
April 1, 2023 to March 31,2024

“We live in a world in which we need to share responsibility. It’s easy to say ‘It’s
not my child, not my community, not my problem.” Then there are those who
see the need and respond. | consider those people my heroes.”
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Denise Baker
Crystal Barber
Melinda Barksdale
Curtis Batchelder
Marica Benz

Ryan Bevers
Teresa Bice
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Julie Lobello
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— Fred Rogers

Alanna Pelton
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Christina Reese
Christine Refugio
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Amanda Rubush
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Vicki Scala
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Tara Shelor
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We asked our child welfare staff to share some ves a champion —
names of our foster parents who they believe are
more powerful than a locomotive and able to leap
tall buildings in a single bound. Foster parents

who they believe have championed for our youth!
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THE CAPTAIN AMERICAAWARD - -~ oot - -
These superhero foster parents continue to serve LA R ! =
our youth by taking time out for them, advocating Angela Dankenbring ~
for them, and helping to give our youth and their . _
families a chance to become better in life. These Peggie Bolden Hamilton

foster parents have hearts of gold and that is the
whole reason they continue to serve.

THE SPIDER-MAN AWARD

These superhero foster parents may not be able to Shauna and Misty Darr
make a difference to all our youth, but they are going
to try to make a difference one youth at a time. Zeda Elliot
v f ) e \ el \ \ 1 p
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These superhero foster parents work alongside our Trisha Tibbs
staff to come up with ways to help make sure our
youth are in a safe and loving home. Sometimes it Julie and Derek

may be taking a youth late on a Saturday night or
offering to drive a youth to school.

THE SUPERGIRL AWARD

These superhero foster parents are new to foster Seth and Kirstin Johnson
care but did not let that stop them from jumping in
with both feet to help out our youth! Even before Jessicaand Larry Hearn

the ink on their license was dry!

THE CAPTAIN MARVEL AWARD

These superhero foster parents are committed to Estelle Torres and Chris Matina
going the extra mile to advocate for our youth to
make sure their voices are heard and their needs are Sue Lowe-Rice

met!




THE BATMAN AWARD

These superhero foster parents have proven Natalie Strong
themselves to be indispensable. They consistently
step in to take kids with significant behavioral or Tiffani Graham

medical challenges. These caregivers always consider

how they can help so a child does not need to go

to shelter or offer respite to help give our staff a \
chance to look for more permanent placement
options.

“A hero is not shaped by

Heroes that have been dedicated champions to our their titles or trophies,

youth for more than 15 years: but by their actions and
»

Ceola Anderson Patricia Jackson character.

Karla Anderson-Nolan Anissa Lewis — Kobe Bryant

James Barton Darcy McGraw

Anna Daugherty Tina Russell

Joann Edwards Ricky Thomas

Julia Fitzgerald-Smith Belinda Williams

Joanna Geyer Marcia Berbaum
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These superhero foster parents have proven Lyle Kirkman
themselves to be indispensable. They consistently
step in to take kids with significant behavioral or Melissa Cole

medical challenges. These caregivers always consider
how they can help so a child does not need to go

to shelter or offer respite to help give our staff a
chance to look for more permanent placement

has given their life to
something bigger than
oneself.”




